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DETAILED ACTION 
Specification 

The specification is objected to as failing to provide proper antecedent basis for the 
claimed subject matter. See 37 CFR 1.75(d)(1) and MPEP § 608.01(o). Correction of the 
following is required: There is no antecedent basis for stating in claim 4 that the award bar may 
be removed from said holder without substantial additional deflection of said pressure member. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 112 
Claims 4-6,16 and 21 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, first paragraph, as failing to 
comply with the written description requirement. The claim(s) contains subject matter which 
was not described in the specification in such a way as to reasonably convey to one skilled in the 
relevant art that the inventor(s), at the time the application was filed, had possession of the 
claimed invention. Stating in claim 4 that the award bar may be removed from the holder 
without substantial additional deflection of the said pressure member is considered to be new 
matter since the applicant failed to define this feature in the specification and drawings as 
originally filed. 

Claims 4-6,16, and 21 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 12, second paragraph, as being 
indefinite for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which 
applicant regards as the invention. 
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In claim 4, lines 9-10 are indefinite since it is not clear what constitutes "substantial 
additional deflection" as defined in these lines, i.e. the metes and bounds of the claim can not be 
determined. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 
The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public use or on 
sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United States. 

Claims 4-8,10-12,14, and 16-17 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated 
by Quant (U.S. Patent No. 2,221,926). 

Quant shows in figures 1-7 an award bar and holder combination comprising a generally 
C-shaped holder (10) having side walls (12) that overlap the side edges of the award bars (17), a 
pressure member (14,16) in the holder for bearing against the award bars (1 7) causing the bars 
(17) to press against the sidewalls (12), and at least one fastener (A or B,B') mounted on the 
back of the holder for securing the holder to a support. As broadly defined, Quant shows in 
figure 6 that the pressure member includes smooth camming surfaces (the member 1 6 at the 
upper end of 14 and the member 16 at the bottom end of 14, see fig. 6). In regard to claim 4, 
since it is not clear what would constitute "substantial additional deflection", the pressure 
member of Quant, as best understood, would allow at least one award bar to be removed without 
"substantial additional deflection" of the pressure member. In regard to claim 5, the holder 
includes a back panel (11) and the pressure member (14,16) is considered to be an integral part 
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of the back panel. Further, Quant discloses on page 2, column 1, lines 17-20, the idea of forming 
the pressure member directly in the back panel. In regard to claim 6, as broadly defined, the 
pressure member is welded to the back panel so it is considered to be a segment of the back 
panel. Further, Quant discloses on page 2, column 1, lines 17-20, the idea of forming the 
pressure member directly in the back panel. In regard to claim 7, Quant discloses on page 2, 
column 1, lines 17-20, the idea of forming the pressure member directly in the back panel. In 
this case, the rectangular opening used to form the upper member (16, see fig. 6) is considered to 
be a first rectangular opening in the back panel, the opening used to form the lower member (16, 
see fig. 6) is considered to be a second rectangular opening, and the middle member (16) located 
between the first and second openings is considered to be the pressure member that bows 
forwardly at each end of the pressure member, i.e. the attached end portion slopes 
upwardly/forwardly and the free end portion slopes upwardly/forwardly. In regard to claim 7, 
Quant shows that the holder is open at both ends and an award bar may slide at least partially 
into the holder from both ends and could be slid completely in from both sides if the pressure 
member is held down while the award bar is slid into the holder. In regard to claim 8, 
Quant shows in figures 1 and 2 at least one fastener (A or B,B'). In regard to claim 10, Quant 
shows in figures 1 and 3 that the holder is at least twice as long as the award bar. In regard to 
claim 11, Quant shows in figure 6 that the middle member (16) projects forwardly from the front 
side of the back panel. In regard to claim 12, Quant discloses on page 2, column 1, lines 17-20, 
the idea of forming the pressure member directly in the back panel so there would be three 
pressure members (16) and the pressure members would engage three award bars (17), see 
figures 1,2, and 6. In regard to claim 14, Quant discloses on page 2, column 1, lines 17-20, the 
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idea of forming the pressure member directly in the back panel and therefore the back panel, side 
panels, and at least one pressure member would be integrally formed from a single strip of metal. 
In regard to claim 16, Quant shows in figure 6 that the pressure member includes portions (the 
upper and lower members 16) which project in a forward direction and the flat portion (portion 
14) of the pressure member is parallel to the back panel. In regard to claim 17, Quant shows in 
figure 6 that the pressure member (16) includes a smooth camming surface (the portion of 16 
adjacent the free end of 16 and the portion of 16 adjacent to the connected end of 16) at each end 
of the pressure member. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 

Claim 9 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Quant (U.S. Patent 
No. 2,221,926) in view of Harn (U.S. Patent No. 3,192,655) or Elkies (U.S. Patent No. 
2,495,577). 

Quant discloses the applicant's basic inventive concept except for making the attachment 
member in the form of a pin attached to the holder and a clasp. Harn shows in figures 1-3 the 
idea of making an attachment member in the form of a pin (13) attached to a holder and a clasp 
(32). Elkies shows in figures 1-3 the idea of making an attachment member in the form of a pin 
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(20) attached to a holder and a clasp (21). In view of the teachings of Harn or Elkies it would 
have been obvious to one in the art to modify Quant by making the attachment member in the 
form of a pin and clasp since this would allow the display device to be attached to and removed 
from an article of clothing in an easier and faster maimer. 

Claims 4-8,10-12,14,16-18, and 21 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Quant (U.S. Patent No. 2,221,926) in view of Bowder (U.S. Patent No. 
2,550,763). 

Quant shows in figures 1-7 an award bar and holder combination comprising a generally 
C-shaped holder (10) having side walls (12) that overlap the side edges of the award bars (17), a 
pressure member (14,16) in the holder for bearing against the award bars (17) causing the bars 
(17) to press against the sidewalls (12), and at least one fastener (A or B,B 5 ) mounted on the 
back of the holder for securing the holder to a support. In regard to claim 4, Quant does not 
disclose providing a smooth camming surface at each end of the pressure member. Bowder 
shows in figures 1-5 a holder that includes a pressure member (28) that includes a smooth 
camming surface (the opposite ends of the pressure member 28, see figure 2) at the opposite ends 
of the pressure member. In view of the teachings of Bowder it would have been obvious to one 
in the art to modify Quant by replacing the multiple pressure members with the single pressure 
member (28) since this would allow the pressure member and holder combination to be made in 
an easier and less expensive manner, would allow the indicia members to be biased in a more 
even and consistent manner, and would allow the indicia members to be removed without tool 
(20). In regard to claim 4, since it is not clear what would constitute "substantial additional 
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deflection", the pressure member of Quant, as best understood, would allow at least one award 
bar to be removed without "substantial additional deflection" of the pressure member. Further, 
the pressure member is not further deflected when the award bar is removed, it simply returns to 
it's natural state. In regard to claim 5, the holder includes a back panel (11) and the pressure 
member (14,16) is considered to be an integral part of the back panel. Further, Quant discloses 
on page 2, column 1, lines 17-20, the idea of forming the pressure member directly in the back 
panel. In regard to claim 6, as broadly defined, the pressure member is welded to the back panel 
so it is considered to be a segment of the back panel. Further, Quant discloses on page 2, column 
1, lines 17-20, the idea of forming the pressure member directly in the back panel. In regard to 
claim 7, Quant does not disclose providing a pair or rectangular opening in the back panel in 
order to form the pressure member. Quant discloses on page 2, column 1, lines 17-20, the idea 
of forming the pressure member directly in the back panel. When the pressure member of 
Bowder is formed directly in the back panel of Quant there would be a rectangular opening on 
each side of the pressure member. In view of the teachings of Bowder it would have been 
obvious to one in the art to modify Quant by replacing the multiple pressure members with the 
single pressure member (28) since this would allow the pressure member and holder combination 
to be made in an easier and less expensive manner, would allow the indicia members to be biased 
in a more even and consistent manner, and would allow the indicia members to be removed 
without tool (20). In regard to claim 7, Quant shows in figure 7 lips (13,13) formed on the 
holder. In regard to claim 7, Quant shows that the holder is open at both ends and an award bar 
may slide at least partially into the holder from both ends and could be slid completely in from 
both sides if the pressure member is held down while the award bar is slid into the holder. In 
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regard to claim 8, the attaching member (A or B,B 5 ) is attached to the back side of the back 
panel. In regard to claim 10, the holder is at least twice as long as the award bars (17), i.e. the 
holder holds three of the award bars (17). In regard to claim 1 1, the pressure member includes 
portions (16) which project forwardly of the front side of the back panel. In regard to claim 12, 
it is considered within one skilled in the art to provide additional pressure members since this 
would allow additional letters to be added to the holder, i.e. five, ten, or more letters to be held 
within the holder in a more consistent manner. In regard to claim 14, Quant discloses on page 2, 
lines 17-21 that the pressure members elements (16) could be formed directly in the back panel 
(11). In regard to claim 17, Bowder shows that the pressure member comprises a smooth 
camming surface at each end, see figure 2. In regard to claim 18, Bowder shows that the 
pressure member bows out and includes a middle section which is substantially parallel to the 
back panel, see figure 2. In regard to claim 21, Bowder shows in figure 2 that each end of the 
pressure member extends out in a direction non-parallel with each other. 

Claim 9 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Quant (U.S. Patent 
No. 2,221,926) in view of Bowder as applied to claim 8 above and further in view of Harn (U.S. 
Patent No. 3,192,655) or Elkies (U.S. Patent No. 2,495,577). 

Quant in view of Bowder disclose the applicant's basic inventive concept except for 
making the attachment member in the form of a pin attached to the holder and a clasp. Harn 
shows in figures 1-3 the idea of making an attachment member in the form of a pin (13) attached 
to a holder and a clasp (32). Elkies shows in figures 1-3 the idea of making an attachment 
member in the form of a pin (20) attached to a holder and a clasp (21). In view of the teachings 
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of Harn or Elkies it would have been obvious to one in the art to modify Quant by making the 
attachment member in the form of a pin and clasp since this would allow the display device to be 
attached to and removed from an article of clothing in an easier and faster manner. 

Claims 1-3,15,19, and 20 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Quant (U.S. Patent No. 2,221,926) in view of Bowder and Harn (U.S. Patent No. 3,192,655) or 
Elkies (U.S. Patent No. 2,495,577). 

Quant shows in figures 1 -7 an award bar and holder combination comprising a generally 
C-shaped holder (10) having side walls (12) that overlap the side edges of the award bars (17), a 
pressure member (14,16) in the holder for bearing against the award bars (17) causing the bars 
(17) to press against the sidewalls (12), and at least one fastener (A or B,B') mounted on the 
back of the holder for securing the holder to a support. In regard to claim 1 , Quant does not 
disclose making the pressure member bow out of the panel in a forward direction at each end of 
the pressure member and extending to a middle section which is substantially parallel to the back 
panel and using a pin and clasp for attaching the holder to a support. Bowder shows in figures 1- 
5 a holder that includes a pressure member (28) that includes a pressure member which bows out 
of the panel in a forward direction at each end of the pressure member and extending to a middle 
section which is substantially parallel to the back panel, see figure 1 . In view of the teachings of 
Bowder it would have been obvious to one in the art to modify Quant by replacing the multiple 
pressure members with the single pressure member (28) since this would allow the pressure 
member and holder combination to be made in an easier and less expensive manner, would allow 
the indicia members to be biased in a more even and consistent manner, and would allow the 
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indicia members to be removed without tool (20). Quant discloses on page 2, column 1, lines 
17-20, the idea of forming the pressure member directly in the back panel. In regard to claim 1, 
it appears from the figures of Bowder that the middle section of the pressure member would be 
substantially parallel to the back panel before an award bar is disposed in the slide seat. 
However, if this is not the case then it is considered to have been an obvious matter of design 
choice to make the middle section parallel to the back before an award bar is placed within the 
slide seat since the applicant fails to define any advantage to making the middle section parallel 
and the shape of the middle section of Bowder would work equally as well. Quant discloses the 
applicant's basic inventive concept except for making the attachment member in the form of a 
pin attached to the holder and a clasp. Harn shows in figures 1-3 the idea of making an 
attachment member in the form of a pin (13) attached to a holder and a clasp (32). Elkies shows 
in figures 1-3 the idea of making an attachment member in the form of a pin (20) attached to a 
holder and a clasp (21). In view of the teachings of Harn or Elkies it would have been obvious to 
one in the art to modify Quant by making the attachment member in the form of a pin and clasp 
since this would allow the display device to be attached to and removed from an article of 
clothing in an easier and faster manner. In regard to claim 15, Bowder shows that the pressure 
member comprises a smooth camming surface at each end, see figure 2. In regard to claim 19, 
Quant in view of Bowder does not disclose making the middle section parallel to the back 
section before an award bar is placed within the slide seat. It would have been an obvious matter 
of design choice to make the middle section parallel to the back since the applicant fails to define 
any advantage to making the middle section parallel to the back section before an award.bar is 
attached and the shape of the middle section before an award bar is attached as taught by Quant 
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in view of Bowder would work equally well. In regard to claim 20, Bowder shows in figure 2 
that each end of the pressure member extends out in a direction non-parallel with each other. 



Response to Arguments 

Applicant's arguments filed Oct. 26, 2005 have been fully considered but they are not 
persuasive. 

The applicant argues that Quant does not include a holder that is constructed such that the 
award bar may be removed from the holder without substantial additional deflection of the 
pressure member as recited in claim 4. The metes and bounds of this added phrase in claim 4 are 
unclear. It is not clear how much the pressure member can be deflected and still fall within the 
parameters of "without substantial additional deflection". Further, as the award bar is removed 
from the holder of Quant the pressure member returns to it's natural position and is not deflected 
an additional amount, the pressure member simply returns to it's natural state. As best 
understood, the pressure member of Quant is not deflected a substantial amount when the award 
bar is removed. 

The applicant argues that the holder of Quant is not open at both ends since it includes an 
upset flange at one end which prevents characters from being inserted or removed from this end. 
The examiner disagrees since Quant shows that the holder is open at both ends and an award bar 
may slide at least partially into the holder from both ends and could be slid completely in from 
both sides if the pressure member is held down while the award bar is slid into the holder. 

The applicant argues that Quant in view of Bowder does not include a holder that is 
constructed such that the award bar may be removed from the holder without substantial 
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additional deflection of the pressure member as recited in claim 4. The metes and bounds of this 
added phrase in claim 4 are unclear. It is not clear how much the pressure member can be 
deflected and still fall within the parameters of "without substantial additional deflection". 
Further, as the award bar is removed from the holder of Quant in view of Bowder the pressure 
member returns to it's natural position and is not deflected an additional amount, the pressure 
member simply returns to it's natural state. As best understood, the pressure member of Quant in 
view of Bowder is not deflected a substantial amount when the award bar is removed. 

The applicant argues that Quant in view of Bowder do not teach the use of a holder that is 
open at both ends since the holder of Quant includes an upset flange at one end which prevents 
characters from being inserted or removed from this end. The examiner disagrees since Quant 
shows that the holder is open at both ends and when the holder of Quant is modified in view of 
Bowder, an award bar may slide into the holder from both ends. 

The applicant argues that it would not have been an obvious matter of design choice to 
make the middle portion of the pressure member parallel to the back member since making the 
pressure member parallel allows the award bar to slide more easily on the pressure member 
without causing damage. The examiner disagrees since it appears that the middle portion of the 
pressure member of Bowder would be generally parallel to the back panel when an award bar is 
not within the seat. Further, a middle portion that is slightly out of parallel with the back panel 
would work equally well. 
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Conclusion 

Applicant's amendment necessitated the new ground(s) of rejection presented in this 
Office action. Accordingly, THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. See MPEP § 706.07(a). 
Applicant is reminded of the extension of time policy as set forth in 37 CFR 1.136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within TWO 
MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not mailed until after 
the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the shortened statutory period 
will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any extension fee pursuant to 37 
CFR 1.136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of the advisory action. In no event, 
however, will the statutory period for reply expire later than SIX MONTHS from the date of this 
final action. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Brian K. Green whose telephone number is (571) 272-6644. The 
examiner can normally be reached on M-F 7am-3 :30pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Lesley Morris can be reached on (571) 272-6651. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 




Bkg 

Jan. 9, 2006 



BRIAN K. GREEN 
PRIMARY EXAMINER 



